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CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION HABS No. ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ ;

risher Avenue at Columbus Avenue and Crestwood Plaza
Tuckahoe, Westchester County, New York

USGS Mt. Vernon Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator -
Coordinates: 18. 599240.4534660

Penn Central Corporation
1 East 4th Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company

347 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10017

iMetro-North has a lease on the station lasting
until the year 2032.]

Railroad Station (platforms and waiting room with ticket
office)

The Crestwood Station of the former New York Central and
Hudson River Railroad's Harlem Branch is significant as
ene of the surviving stations erected during the peried in
the first decades of the 20th century when southern
Westchester County was developing into & populous suburb
of New York City. It was the presence of the railroad
lines from New York City's Grand Central! Terminal. with
stops in such communities as Crestwood, that brought
development to the area. The Crestwood Station is a
simple example of a Harlem Line station and it retains
many features dating from a major redesign of 1928.
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SART 1: HISTORTCAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1. Date of Erection: The station was erected hetween 1907 (the 1901
Bromley Atlas of Westchester County shows a station on the east side of
the railroad tracks; the present station is on the west side) and 1911
(extant drawings indicating alterations to the present station's canoples

are dated 1911).

2. Architect: Unknown

3. Original and subsequent owners: The station was erected hy the New
York Central and Hudsen River Railroad. In 1968, the New York Central
merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad to create the Penn Ceniral
Corporation. In 1972, the Penn Central's suburban rail lines, chluding
the Harlem Line, with its station at Crestwood, were leased to the Metro-
North Commuter Railroad for a period of sixty years.

4. Contractor: Unknown.

Original plans and construction: Since original plans and photographs
have not been located, the origina! condition is not known. The drawing -
for a 1911 canopy alteration shows a hipped roof building with a glate
roof. The fenestration pattern was different than that presently :
visible. A partial plan shows that the entire north end of the station
was nriginally & baggage room (this is now the location of the *‘cket
office).

e ]|

6. Alterations and additions:

1911: The original station canopy connected to the north side of the
station was removed and a new czanopy constructed over the stalirs :
that lead to a tunnel, referred to as a subway, running under the:
tracks. 5 B

1928: At this time the station was extensively altered by the New
York Central Railroad's Engineering Department. The exterior of the
building was resurfaced with stucco and a brick base. The original =
chimney on the north side of the building was removed and a new
chimney erected to the south. Most of the present interior plan
dates from this time. Some original features, such as the wood =
wainscot, were reused. The design engineer for the alteration was .
E.A. Dougherty of the New York Central Railroad's staff. The
contractor for this work was the M.F.Kelly Building Corp. =

At an unknown date the baggage room was eliminated and the wall 2
separating the baggage room and the ticket office was PﬂMﬂved tﬁus o
enlarging the ticket office. -

At an unknown date the slate roof was replaced by an asphalt shingle
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roof .

The length of the station platforms has been extended several times.
In 1871 raised platforms were constructed. A raised platform
extends over the early platform canopy posts on the northbound
platform. t the time the raised platforms were constructed, use of
the southbound platform was discontinued #znd a new platform was
huilt in the track bed between the two older platforms. A bridge
was erected over the platforms connecting the original platforms and
the new platform.

B. Historical Context

Prior to the arrival of the railroads, Westchester County was a series of
small independent communities separated by farmland and rural estates.
The opening of rail lines connecting the towns and villages of
Westchester with New York City was to irrevocably change the character of
this county. On April 25, 1831, the New York and Harlem River Railroad
was incorporated with a planned run between New York City and the town of
Harlem in northern Manhattan. Service to White Plains was soon
inaugurated. It was the advent of reliable train service between
Westchester and New York City that brought about the suburban development
of the county. The original railroads were modest single-track lines
with small wooden stations. As demand for service increased, the rail
lines were widened, tracks added, and imposing new stations erected.

Most of the stations now in use in Westchester date from the last years
of the nineteenth century or the first decades of the twentieth century;
all of Westchester's Harlem Line stations south of White Plains date from
the early twentieth century.

The Crestwood Station is located at the northern edge of the village of
Tuckahoe in the town of Eastchester. Tuckahoe was one of the first
communiities to develop along the Harlem Line. The village grew as a
direct result of the presence of rich beds of Tuckahoe marble. Tuckahoe
marble was the building material for some of the most prestigious
structures in the New York area prior to the Civil War. Among the
notable structures built of Tuckahoe marble are the New York County
Courthouse ("Tweed Courthouse")}, Colonnade Row, and the A.T. Stewart
Store, all in New York City. According to the 1901 Bromley Atlas of
Westchester County, quarry companies were located on the east side of the
railroad tracks, immediately to the north of the Crestwood Station
(referred to op this map as the Yonkers Heights Station). The Crestwood
area did not develop into a residential area until the 1920s. The 1901
atlas shows the Yonkers Heights subdivision to the west of the station
(the city of Yonkers begins to the west of the Bronx River, just a few
yards from the station), but very few houses had been built yet. A 1914
atlas shows a few frame houses in Yonkers Park and a few in 2 subdivision
called Hollywood, located to the east of the station. In the late 1910s
and 1920s, the area near the station was extensively developed with new
single-family detached homes. The increase in the neighborhood's

- population and the corresponding increase in the number of people using
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the Crestwood Station may have prompted the New York Central Railroad to
undertake its extensive 1928 alterations to the station.

The Crestwood Station is sited in a2 guiet locatior with a park and
Crestwood Lake to the southeast and woods to the northeast. Immediately
to the east is the Bronx River and an exit from the Brunx River Parkway.
A picturesque stone bridge crosses the river aad parkway, connecting the
slation to Yornkers Park. To the west of the station is a small

commercial arca with a number of buildings dating from the 1920s. Beyond
this is a2 residential area.

PART II: ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement

1. Architectural character: The Crestwood Station consists of a station
building, canopies, platforms, and a subway extending beneath the tracks.
The station is a good example of an early twentieth-century Westchester
railroad station. The station is well sited in 2 suburhan location and
has undergone few changes since it was extensively redesigned in 1928,

2. Condition of the fabric: The building was given z general visual
inspection and appears to be in good condition.

B. Description of the exterior

1. Overall dimensions: The Crestwood Station is a one-story rectangular
structure with a shallow projecting bay at its northeast corner. The
building is 42'4" long and 16'4" wide.

2. Foundations: concrete.

3. Walls: The building is faced with stucco applied over a wooden frame.
It has a high brick watertable. 2

4. Structural system: The building is a wood frame structure with a wood
frame roof. ]

5. Chimneys: There is a single chimney rising above the roof near the
southwest corner of the building. The chimney is clad with stucco.

6. Openings: :
a. Doorways and doors: The building is entered through doors set in. -
the center of the east and west clevations. The east entrance has .
its original wooden door with sixteen panes of glass and original -
thumb latch handles. The wooden western entrance door is not =~
original. A doorway in the center of the south elevation leads to
the basement stairs. This wooden door is original, but it has been
partially covered with a wood panel. A doorway on the west side of
the north elevation originally led into the baggage room. This ~
entrance has been closed up (the brick on the base of the exterior — -
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does not quite match that applied in 1928).

h. Windows: The west facade is symmetrically massed with pairs of
windows to either side of the entrance. According to the 1928
elevation drawings, these windows originally had 6x6 wood sash.
They now have 6x1 wood sash. To either end of this elevation is a
small rectangular window, originally with 4x4 sash. The window to
the south has its original wood sash with obscured glass; the window
to the north has been replaced by an air conditioner. On the east
facade are pairs of windows flanking the door. As on the west
facade, these originally had 6x6 sash; all four windows have had
some sash alterations (from the south, these four windows have 1x6,
8x1, 6x2, and 6x3 wood sash). A small rectangular window to the
south has original 4x4 wood sash with obscured glass. At the north
end of this elevation is a three-sided bay. The central window has
an original 6x6 window, while the side windows have original £x4
wooden sash. The north elevation has a single window with altered
sash, while the south elevation has a pair of original 4x4 windows
with obscure glass.

7. Roof: The station has a hip roof clad with asphalt shingles. The
shingles on the northeast corner of the roof and on the acjoining canopy
are considerably newer than those on the rest of the roof, resulting from
repair of damage caused by & fire in 1986.

8. Sidewalk: The building rests on a raised podium with concrete sidewalk
(this arrangement is referred to as a "concrete sidewalk" on the 1928
alteration plan) This sidewalk merges with the platform. The sidewalk
is reached via a flight of four concrete steps. An iron pipe railing
runs 2long the edge of the sidewalk and serves as a railing on the
stairs. There is a later wooden extension at the north end of the
sidewalk.

9. Plaiforms: The original southbound concrete platform is extani. In
the northbound side, all of the original platform is now covered by a
raised platform with the exception of a small area at the northernmost
end.

10. Canopies: On the southbound platform,original canopies are attached
to the station. On the east elevation, six L-shaped brackets with
supporting struts are attached to the station and support the sloping
canopy with its wooden ceiling and bheams. The four northernmost brackets
are original, while the two southernmost brackets were added in 1928
(their profile is slightly different). The original north canopy,
attached to the north side of the station, was removed in 1911 and
replaced by the present three hay long canopy. This hip-roofed canopy
with wooden ceiling and beams is supported by pairs of T-shaped post and
beam structures with supporting corner struts. An additional wooden

- member connects the center of each beam with the undersice of the roof
peak. At its north end, this canopy has an additional peak-roofed bay,
half as wide as the main section of the canopy, supported by a single T-
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shaped post znd beam structure with stupporting corner struts. Th north
canopy covers the subway thet extends beneath the tracks (see B11). At

u T @

ke south end of tha station, the canopy extends for 2 single bay AL
canopy, with its single T-shaped post and beam structure with supporting
+he station in 1928. There is some evidence

corner struts, was added to the
in the plans that this canopy originally continued for another hay, but

was cut back 2t some point.

thbound platform is a2n eleven bay long canopy with steel posts
and hrackets supporting steel beams and & corrugated rocf. With the
sxception of the two northernmost hays, the bases of these columns are.
covered by the raised platform. This canopy dates from the earl decades
f the twentieth century, but it is not known exactly when it was

erected. To the south of this canopy is a2 modern aluminum canopy.

fn the nor

A segmental-zrched reernforced concrete subway tunnel runs

11. Subway:
heneath the tracks connecting the two original platforms. On each
platform is a flight of stairs. set at a2 right angle to the tunnel. The

stairs have pipe-rzil banisters and pipe-rail guards.

2. Bridge: A modern aluminum bridge with three flights of stairs (one
or each platform) extends over the tracks.

C. Description of Interior

1. Floor plan:
2. Cellar: T
building. It
and a coal bin
the gnuth facade ané in the men's toilet

he small cellar is located the south end of the
is divlded into two spaces--z boller room to the west

to the east. A wund stair reached frum_entranﬂes on’
leads to the boiler roOm. -

Main floor: The building has a large rectangular waitinngnﬁm

4 3
with the ticket office to the north and women's and men's toileils to
tion of the rooms dates

the south. Most of the present configurati
from 1928 (a2t some point after 1928 the ticket office was enlarged

hy the removal of az baggage room located in the northwest corner of

the building).
2. Flooring: All of the floors are concrete.
3. Wall and ceiling finishes: The waiting rcom has a wooden wainscot -~
dating from the originzl period of construction and reused in 1928. It
has plaster walls, 2 plaster cornice, and plaster ceiling. The ticket:
of fice and toilet rooms have plaster walls and ceilings. :
4. Doors and docrways: There are three doors inside the waiting rnnm—-a'
one leading to the ticket office and one for each of the toilets. ‘The
toilet doors are original, but have had wood panels attached to their .

exterior faces., Original pivot transoms are extant above each door. The.
ticket office door is not original. 11 three doors are set into wuuden LJ

enframements,
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5. Windows: All of the exterior windows are set within wooden frames, as
are the two ticket windows. The ticket windows have obscured glass {now
vainted) shutters located within the ticket office.

»pgs: The eastern entrance door has an

6. Hardware and plumbing fixtu
! 1 ‘n B6. The women's *oilet has an

i
original Lhumb Tateh, a2s noted
riginal pﬁrcelain toilet {seat altered). The men's toilet has an
origing! nercelain vrinel., Jther plumbing fixtures have besn altored

7. Mechenical equipment: The basement has 2 bhoiler that is not criginal
There :re two radiatars in the center of the room, & radiator on the
outer wall of each toilet room, and a radiator on the nerth wall of the
ticket office {probzsbly not original}). The boiler and r

installed wccording tc plans for low pressure Eteam heat
1927.

8. Turnishings: The waiting room has €four henches--itwo on the east wall
and two on the west wall., 'These benches dete from the 1928 alteration;
drawings for th E r design are extant. Each has four legs connected by
horizonta! bar that is pepgged to the outer legs. The ticket pffice
windows n~re J“HLEL ed by metel grilles that replace the aoriginal bronze
grilles. There is a2 wooden shelf running heneath the windows. The
ticket pffice has a huilt-in desk set into the bay at the ecast side of
the rpom and 2 huilt-in ticket selling counter with cabinets and drawers
on the south side of the room. On the north wall of %the -oom ire o

J'~

cabinet set three feet above the floor, a2 metal telephone znd Lelegraph
‘cabinet locoted 1o the 'eft of the built-in desk, and two shelves
supported by wooden brackets The south wall of the waliting room has 2
built-in bulletin board ‘uc**rd between the doors to the toilets. This
bulletin bnard has 2 wooden enframement, but has lost its glass door.

D. Site:

1. General sebting and orientation: The Crestwood Stotion faces west
towards a small parking lof uand the residential community of Vonkers
Heights located on the opposite side of the 8ronx River and Bronx River
Parkway. To the southeas!, between the railread tracks and the river, is
a park with lawns and # lake. To the east of the northbound platform is
Crestwood's small commercial district comprised primarily of one- and
two-story buildings in the Coloniul Reviwval, Mission, and Tudoer Revival
styles.

PART III: SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. Original A“Lh ectural Drawings

Many drawings of the Crestwood Station have been preserved on microfiche
(the originals are not extant). Unfortunately no drawings dated prior to
a 1911 alteration have been located. The most significent drawings are
those for the major alteration that the station underwent in 1928. The
extant druwings include elevatlions, sections, plans, ele. The microfiche
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colleection is in the possession of Metro-North and is housed at Crand
central Terminz!, Mew York, Yew York.

0., Sarly Views
Mone Yoopted.
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D. Likely Sgurces Not Vet Investigated
We have been unahle to locate any archiva! meteria! Ffrom the New York -
Central Railroad. If such material exists there may be further

information ebouet this station.

PART TV: TROJECT INFORMATION

"ne nhjective of this project, kXnown as the Mid-llarlem Stut‘ﬂn Tmproveaent in
Westchester County, New Yor k ig to provide modern, functional, an
attractive facilities for Metro-North passengers at the Erﬂstwnnd Station and
seven other Harlem Line stations. Changes to the Crestwood Station include.
modifications to the platform area, the addition of canopies and passenger .
shelters, the trimming back of approximately Five feet from the essterly eave
af the station brilding, the demplition and reconstruction of the existing
gverpass structure, the construction of 2 new ticket office, modification to
the existing concession stand, and the incorporation of features to improve -
accessibility for the handirapped and elderly. Documentation was completed as
nitigation before alterations occurred. The Pederal agencies involved are the
Urhan Mass Transporte ltun Administration and the National Park Service (Mid-";
Atlantic Regional Office) of the Department of the Interior. Records were
prepared in August 1988. ' i Rl e
red hy Andrew S. Dolkart znd Mary Dier ioke-
: Consultants - IR T
iztion: Constltants to Coodkind & O'Dea,
tngineers & Planners
Augpust 1038 ;
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